
Hello Aylesbury Rugby family, 

As I start my second year as Director of Rugby, the world is a very different place from 12 months 
ago. South Africa are World Champions, Saracens are a Championship team and Scotland didn’t get 
out of their group at a major tournament (some things have remained the same). With my “Debut” 
season completed, it’s Jme to start cashing in on some meat pies! (Read last sentence with an Aussie 
accent). 

There is lots to be excited about for the upcoming season, despite the uncertainty on when full rugby 
will be able to start. The exec have taken this opportunity to look at our club mission, vision and 
values. The mission, vision and our shared values of Family, Fun and Fairplay have been reflected in 
our plans for rugby this year. 

Scrumming down in the front row, we have appointed a new Head of Rugby over the summer, James 
Buckland. James brings with him a wealth of playing and coaching experience. The aim is that 
through his role, James can have impact on rugby across the whole club.  

Taking care of the engine room, the new gym is completed, providing a fantasJc facility for players 
and members to take advantage of (or avoid at all costs).  

Kicking for sJcks, our Women’s team completed a full season of league rugby last year. We are 
looking to further grow the Women and Girls secJon this year, with ambiJons of running 2 senior 
women’s sides in the future.  

Bringing wise old heads at half back, we are looking to relaunch Vets rugby this year. In the 
immediate term, we are encouraging Vets to get involved with the touch rugby on a Friday evening. 
As and when other forms of rugby are permiVed, we will look for some fixtures to be played. 

Finally, tearing up the wide channels, we are looking to improve connecJon through all secJons of 
the club by introducing a shared playing philosophy – referred to as ‘The Aylesbury Way’. This is not a 
defined set of moves for each team, rather a collecJve vision of how to develop highly skilled, 
compeJJve players to their full potenJal and ready to progress to adult rugby once they are 18.  

As I write this, we have just moved to Stage C of the Return to Rugby roadmap. Fingers crossed we 
can progress through these stages as quickly as possible but in the meanJme, we will conJnue to 
provide what rugby we can under RFU and government guidelines. 

Yours in rugby, 

Payney 


